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Jack shoots Lee Harvey Oswald as Osw*d Is being trsnsferred to connty jafl. 








' Bv William Claiborne , 
i and George Lardner Jr. 

j Wasfsiflr.oo Pott Stiff Writers 

The FBI yesterday made. public 
thousands of new documents that 
reveal intense backstage infighting 
over the conduct of the investiga- 
tion into President Kennedy's as- 
sassination. but apparently no signi- 
ficant new evidence'about-the mur- 
der. V T Wt 

The records, releasednunder the 
Freedom of Information Acfc pro- 



vide* an unprecedented glimpse of 
the biggest and_: most painstaking 
criminal manhunt in FBI history. 

They also reveal the degree to* 
which President Kennedy's murder 
tapped national currents of para- 
noia as well as racial and political 
hostility that sent the bureau s 
agents chasing after informants, su- 
JU spects and mental patients with 
equarzeal. ^** w *~~ : 

*•»* The FBrs investigators spent days 
i . tracking down one woman from 

JU." 



I 



Panama City, Ha., who reportedly 
overheard two men plotting- the 
murder in a bus only to find from 
her doctor that she was a “neuro- 
tic ... a pathological liar who seeks^ 
- to attract* attention." 

By the same token, the documents 
reviewed yesterday suggested that 
the FBI never seriously entertain- 
ed the possibility that the shots di- 
rected at Kennedy came from any-: 
where but behind, hi m . * ^ 

See DOCU^uaiTS, AUZTCol. 4 
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DOCUMENTS, FronfcAfci 

• * s <-•*<*** JV“ *' f4 - ™ 

The bureau- at. times see _ 
interested in Investigating thfc mo 
and affiliations .af.iUL critics than 
oursuing the contradictions offered 
the evidence at the acene of tht crim 
Just -three daysmen the as» ' 
tion, high-ranking- FBI officials 
already reflecting;^ their int 
correspondence on, the " frusu ati— 
confronting theai^a^* they sought' 1 
check out what they believed to be _ 
negative * proposition— that^au foreign; 

conspiracy di(f nptexist^ -^* * 

w We are being called upon, in manys 
instances; to Turove^Jha^BBegatiye,^ 
Courtney Evans, . «* l^ttxrtdng aid^ 
to FBI Direct(»fNi^Xdgar Hoover^ 
wrote in a memo JpUowing atelepbonc 
conversation with# Deputy* Attorney 
General ,deB. KaUenbaclu 

“Katzenbach notes it is more difficult 
to prove that something ditfcoot’hap^ 
pen than it is sto- prove- that it 
happen." »* §5? ',; 

The 40,001 pages released" yesterd 
—which will berfn llow cd by anothc 
40.000 pages: o$ JFK assasainatio 
documents to disgorged nex 

month — also 4detffl* th^ degree r 
which the FBI 35ugtft *4*frmanipidal 
the news medis^during^ _U ie ^ on ^i 1 
V-fiioswl cebsii 
oraplaining of those* 

. . >meth<#sj^ J- 

^'At one point efnljMn tile Investiga- 
tion; ’ about three^w^elb after itho 
President was kilted,^ Dallas on.NQV,* 
22, 1963. Hoover didt professes* greats 
er misgivings that he evexupqbiiely. 
acknowledged, about" possibility 
that others besides Lee Harvey Os-, 
wald have> beei^tovoljg^Bk>yMWW ’OK— i 
Recounting ^oiWfgation -be. bad| 
just bad witb^WaJren Commission* 
general counsepiee; Rankin^xin'DedS, 
12; 1963. HooveipsaJd in a tour-pagb 
memo that monting .that^ 'perM*^ 1 
ally believe Oswfid^was- the' assassii 
but ‘the seconchaspect aadotwhethi 
he was. : thttp^only? oi^' tfgpgiw 
concern ' ..u: ^ 

~ But - it . remafnedsuticfi 

the FBI directonwaa voicip. 

simply for the-record or^whethet^i 
was- -rit ally troubled* by 
dence' of his appreftwu^ »* 
he told Rankin^of ^"sevenT- TettersS 
written to Oswald 1 from-Coba* 4 refei^ 
ring to the job be was going to do^' J^ 
In another memajwidtteifJBat.da^ 
Dec. 32. 1963^Hoover dweU^on^the 
suspicious nature * of ’ t h o^ e* Cle ifera, 
noted that they had -been -wrlttenren 
the same typewriter 'although ostensf 
bly signed by* -different ^individuals, 
and concluded that they , were appaf* 
ently. “an attempted? hoax-" There' is; 
no evidence j that Hoover -shared his 
doubts with Rankin. ? -4 ; 

The massive discharge of documents 
is a result of., the bureau's “Project 
Onslaught/’ a $2.8 million •effort’ to 
reduce its huge- backlog of freedom*? 
of-information requests. FBL officials, 
said the release, of: the Kennedy 1 pa- 
pers alone wilh'cost, by conservative 
estimate, at least $188,WXL ^-' y 

Many of the papers released yesterv 
day had been previously made public! 



before, but these were reissued to* 
gether with the new documents wittfj 
out any distinction. Uncounted page* 
bearing on the Kennedy, assassination; 
in key FBI field offices such as Dallas 
and New Orleans are still *locked-«v 
The files being released under Projj 
ect O nslaught.vconsist solely! o£*FB* 
headquarters documents under thr -- 
headings- -the JFK assassination*!- 
Harvey OswaRT and!: Jack 
Another memo from Evans 
er aide Alan Belmont repeated, not 
only- Katzenbach's concern > for 
speedy report on ther FBI* s* findin gs, 
but reflected mounting worries about 
press, speculation about a con^iracy^ 

s. '. ^Oswald's Motives. V', ^ 

" One of£tho4 dangers Katzenbach 
cited, according: to- this'' memo, was 
that an inquiry^- by state officials in 
Texas would delve into the sensitive 
area of Oswalds. motives.- strife" 

“One of. the dangers which Eatzen- 
bach sees :is the possibility_that the 
state hearing .’*•?. may develop some 
pertinent information \ not^^ov^ 
knovna/’ Evans wrote.. ... S' ’ 

. In an effort' to minimize thatdaar; 
ger. he said, her dispatched a Justice 
Department official to-talk-with Texas . 
officials “to have -them restrict their * 
hearing to the proposition of showing 
merely that £ Oswald*- killed that 
President ..... He hopes to avoid the! 
state hearing going into the. question 
of motive or trying to resolve the; 
communist angle. 1 N -_ 

The same memo revealed that Katz- 
enbach had learned, ^oh'Sh. extremely 
c onfidentia T basis” Washington 
attorney. Fortaa^f* confidant oti 

President? Johnson, *hadr. talked witffl 

Johnson and argued against the idea; 
of having. -a presidential-. commission^ 
look into the assassination, 
jn Fortaa^Iargum«nt£< according, t'fin 
Evans, was .that: eyenxrto announce > 
such a 'commission. , would sugge*W 
there wa s* more' to ^he hsaauihatioiM 

than one-man -acting alone, and that 
it woulxT'also .call into- question the 
effectiveness. ot-the^FB 
? “Fortas, ^Vf^cour^?’ ii'-Ji(> v Mend J of 
the bureau and- there ^would^appear; 
to be some obvious^underhanded mo- 
tive in his using us- in^his argument^' 
although we don't know^what this is^. J 
the Hoover aide said, v r- - 

The Evans remark ran counter to a 
widespread assumption, that Fortas 
was a principal advocate .of the crea- 
tion of the Warren, Commission.. ;, r ^ 
?- Sigfii of intern at' rivalry^ and occas- 
sional bickering among the 
levels of the assassination probe he-» 
gan to develop just a few weeks afteg 
the President was slain: • 

For instance, on Dec. 2. Katzenbach 
telephoned Evans, according to a 
memorandurn-j of .conversation^ and 

said th at/ Chief Justice EarL^rreif 

was “strongly opposing? 

lion of'tfiVatiinhcomjrtete’FBI report 

on the assassination. Warren felt so 



toongly* w about^idt.*' 

quoted as"^saying: that he- would readga 

from tiie comn^on i# ipytiitaggry 

released. “ jf T v ^ ' 

+ .The memo went on tO'^ay that 'Kat- 
zenbach also regarded. Warren Olney^ 
who was being, considered as: chief) 
counsel to the commission, asj 
■^pdesirableT " for, post. -Hi shrewd 
sons *w ere not-speUed outi, r - 
The next day, ^Cartha (Deke)lDe-^ 
Loact assistant ?-FBI director, 
ported int a memo* toat- Katzenbach- • 
had called him and said he believed: 
that Olnev hacti “definitely , been, 
dumped,” and that he had given th* 
go-ahead for-Tbe- appointment of; Le« 
Rankin as general counseL 

Trouble Over Release* f 

Occasionally testy discusoons ~ also 
developed at ihe Justice- Department 
2 nd the White House over the fbrm of- 
a press release that* was to- be issued 
concerning the investigation. 

-According to a Dec.- 9 DeLoaeh- 
memo, Hoover felt “strongly” that: 
only the firxLp anagraph of a proposed 
press release — asserting blandly that 
an FBI report had been transmitted 
to the commission — should be' re- 
leased. r • ■ *\J~* 

However, Katzenbach ia- quoted as 
saying there was a ‘‘stalemate'' at-thel 
White House in connection with the! 
release, with. Fortas arguing 
entire release should be issued. ~ 

Fortas' a’ gumenU DeLoaeh wrote, 
was that “speculation, rumors and. 
gossip should be dispelled right now: 

“He claimed that it made no differ* 
ence that the presidential commissioik 
would present findings to the EresW, 
dent and the general public. He felt4 
rumors concerning collusion betweehl 
Ruby and Oswald, .also concerning, in- 
ternational conspiracyi^fe>dtF ; bft;hitj 
hard now,” DeLoaeh wrpte^k*^; _ 

: ■ ■ 1 " ' *~- 

Prftgg Release 

As a result of the bickerlnglhe said*. 
thepe would she no press- release. In- 
steadji Katzenbach was to a-let- 

ter to Warren and each, co mmi ssion 
member appealing. for a; quidc report 
so that imnoi and. speculations cottids 
be eliminated. V • $ . 

Referring Kateenbach's * letterr 
DeLoaeh said, “He goes on to point" 
out that (the] investigation thus - far 
has nailed.down the point that Oswald 
assassinated the President and had no 
assistance. He further mentions that. 
Ruby operated strictly as an “individ-. 1 
ual and bad no assistance. He* points’ 
out that there is no evidence of collu* 1 
sion or international intrigued* 

Interestingly,, the suppressed press 
release did not seem worthy of so 
much bureaucratic anguish. • ' I 

It mrely stated that an FBI report 
had been sent to the commission, and 
that the Justice Department w-as of 
the,, opinion . that ..scientific - examine 
tion of evidence had- established' thaC 
^Oswald shot • Kennedy. -It also -said 







that no evi denceT hkcL been. unaove 

tn date of a conspiracy .involving xnyt 

persons, includmirJack Ruby*bofcthaft^, 
this aspect of the. probe .would-be in *j 
vesti gated further— .• ; * '’?• --•* ?| 

The letters Hoover cited to.Rankln| ,j 
as potential indicator*^ ar'consp*™'* ^ 

pointing towantXuban!J?rernier 

Castro concerned a so-called Pedro 01 
Peter Charles. Hoover said: he 
Rankiirthat they ^Uud< 

*• good: 1 m ai^s man ah t p!V ■- -- 

N^'Vhen if wassai l >oyeu . he* i ( 

would be brouih^5Sat -ltd Cut- . 
preseuUd tet lh«S«fctet’*' Hoover. J 

it was 

was- Castro, 4 * but • suggested. ^ that: J 
letters were-HiffidantTr — 
strongly urging*!lankiii v i ^ 
in the inquiry “thafcrwe not 1 
elusion Oswald^wi* the only i 
Despite al* tbat^the FBr l*L 
had by then -made^; thorough, s 
nation of the*' Charles -letter, 
was dated NovL.lOit^ea* but nol^. 
marked in Havana until Nov.-»2S** J 
and compared- it with anotheolr 
also postmarked in Havanas 
28 , 1963 , and addressed^ 

Gen eraL Robert* F. 

The ta*-lett«nL*trom • 

“Friend Lee,*" was intercepted 1 n 3 
las Dec. 5. 1962, and was not, ihrjta 
a new- disci oaui^Tt^waa'' written in 
such a way as to inggesTthat -©awalcfi 
had been paid off byCharlfca intMiami 
to - carry out a nr unspecified mission 
that inv o 1 ved; accura te sh oa&nZi*£+i^_ 
The other'lett er^. 4a( ed 1 

"someone^ calHi^Citasel^Mario ndej 

Rosano Molina/' asserted that Oswald 
had. kill ed- ; the - ^resig ent itthe.c 
tion -of Pedro Charms*-* Car" 
who^wgs supimsediteg^ave 



wain in jS , ^ 
er and paid him $7,000. 

- The FBI’s In, “ 
ported on DecL'4 
both legerv' 

^amfr-ISmiri^ 
saipt' tirpt-'pertagaank. 
to si to Both letters? an 
postm^omtS^; ft 
larities— «?; 

.iAuemptqd 

rer'Tepresind^^^pted hoax^os 

- siblr" perpetrated^byi "some "tati-Caftr 

group seeking- to-attach blame to^th 
CastiVr govern Tnen^ fh'e^FBrs Wt r 
Wannall informed his boas -in- the* _ 
telligence Division, William .C. Still 
van. • * ■$. 

Hoover indlcatV^the' next dan 
one of the newly disclosed memosf 
that he agreed, laying that “it . ape 
pears this matter represents an- at$ 
tempted hoax.^ especially in view oft 
the delayed mailing, but-adding that 
the CIA and State Department had 
been asked to be alert for any' signs 
that M 
ezueia 
stated. 



: There ^wms.S no indication^ in» 
documentsVreviewed yesterday^ 
he ever did. J 

i Rich in detail^ tSe documents .. 
tray • a thoroughness -which - seems, 
transcend e ven the FBI’s reputatr 
for attention^ ,W '* deUi!>, No mat 
how obscure-or ambiguous, each 
was tracked down .wit^.ipeoonali 1~ 
terviews, tireless background ched 
and. a seeming obsession for complet 
ness. ■ * -zg? ^ ~ ijbiiw&Zii I- ■* 

r : V The: Warren Commissioat- encou 
aged such, thorou ghn ess ? v ak Rknk: 
yfrote increasing, numbers nf- lett#» 
to the FBI telling fc*abouft*fce4 
received or claims ol%overhearf 
versations.'* * f 

<;At-one poin^FBfeoffldils 
to show minor annoyance jfHh - wh 
the commission was - forwarding* 
the- bWQiffl*, , . • 

“From* general appearances of .t 
communication; ~lt would appear ;t 
correspondent has little, if-any. 
formation •..^•-rr'.and 'inigbt > ‘alho^ be 
mental case^thea .FBfcfsaid>pf o 
letter-writer: - ^However, iir; ftiew ; 
the commission's^ request, vIT- : is r 
felt we have any alternative but 
handle the. requests the> memo 

Total Checking-Qjit. i «ir 

No matter who was brought to. 
bureau’s attention— or no matter fa 
what purpose — the subject would 
checked out Somebody at Amer 
Broadcasting Co. sent Hoover & < 
plimentary record album with ke 
broadcasts ^bout the Dallas trageeb 
and enclosed a form letter saying 3 
was from; ABC-Paramount Theater* 
President Leonard , H. Goldenaoii 
_ Hoover wrote a cordial letter: c 4 
thanks, to- which a- bureau official 
attached the'. note,^Bu£tfes^rburea« 
files] contain no derogatory inform-* 1 
tion ; regarding --MrHSoldeBscm/^^ ’ 
4 iticcortdin^to^tho^cord^ the 

expended «rtbousands^wOW*»*man-h 

treking do^n^other. ialse. leads 
hoaxes, but the . bureau waa^appar. 
ljLSetermined ~to* leave no trivia 
turned. It even undertook to inv 
gatc^ao article in Fairchild - Pub 
tious^Home Furnishings Daily 
ominously^ reported, under 

b^^oic&tg?.a .r ed-hotji weapon^* irrthe _ _ , 
tailer arsenal.” 
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